Introduction
With the ever-increasing importance of the sea and marine resources, recently, more disputes have been witnessed arising from ocean development and usage, some of which are closely related to the traditional issue of maritime boundary delimitation.
Contemporary international law, especially the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea ("UNCLOS") provides some general principles and methods for maritime delimitation. E.g., Articles 74 and 83 of the UNCLOS set out the delimitation of exclusive economic zones ("EEZ") and continental shelf boundaries between opposite or adjacent States. Meanwhile, international tribunals have adjudicated that the delimitation shall be effected by agreement on the international law basis and "by the use of practical methods capable of ensuring ... an equitable result."
1 However, neither the UNCLOS, nor other international treaties stipulate specifically where the boundaries should be drawn; they do not offer a definitive answer as to the method that should be applied. As such, more than a few maritime delimitation disputes are still in deadlock.
The United Nations Charter requires disputes to be resolved through peaceful means such as negotiation, mediation, arbitration, and judicial settlement. Moreover, if a party does not make any choice, the UNCLOS deems it to accept the arbitration mechanism, i.e., the dispute will automatically go to arbitration in accordance with Annex VII, unless the parties agree otherwise. 
